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EDITORIAL

When the formation of this society was proposed last year, there were quite
a number of serving arnithologists who said, (and not always as politely) "What,
another society. What can I possibly get out of it".

Those who reacted in that manner and kept their pound, gave away, amongst
other things, the chance to join the ringing Expedition to Cyprus, in September, and
to discover what they can get out of it.

We are not 'Just another society', we are not a collection of names just
for the sake of being so, and this is manifest in the success of the Expedition.

It is not sufficient to be merely a collection of names, even if the names
are those of well known individuals., Ours is a society, which, though small at
present, is flourishing, progressive, and purposeful. We mean to get things done,
but can only do so by team work.

It must be obvious to us all that ten ornithologists working co-operatively,
can achieve far more than one ornithologist working on his own for ten times as long.
To use the main purpose of the Cyprus Expedition i.e. the ringing of Eleonora's Falcon
pulli, as an example; the team from U.K, who had the ringing experience, worked in
co-operation with Cyprus Ornithological Society members, who knew where the nests
were, and the R.A.F, Mountain Rescue Team, which had the ability & equipment to
reach the nests. The results would certainly not have been as encouraging if the team
had tried to 'go it alone’.

Co-operation, however, is not only confined to expeditions. Surely, the
more we work together with other ornithologists, be they camp mates, fellow members
of RAFOS, local bird watchers, or national organisors, then the more useful and
mtisfying our work becomes, not only to ourselves, but to ornithology as a whole.

Large scale breeding census's; sea watch schemes; visible migration
watches, both coastal and inland; tidal wader movement counts; duck counts; roost counts,
all depend on co-ordinated team work.

Even that belittled sport of 'tick' hunting must inevitably benefit if local
contacts have been cultivated. Most of us can truthfully say that at some time or
other we have regretted missing a rarity by not knowing it was there. Do unto others....

It is up to all of us, if we are really interested in ornithology, to
participate whenever, wherever, and at whatever level we can.

R.K.NORMAN.
Editor.



BREEDING-SEASON SPECIES IN TRIPOLITANIA by BUNDY.

I have deliberately phrased the title of this short paper ""Breeding-season
species' because many of the species recorded during this time were suspected
though not proved to be breeding. The "Breeding-season' is here treated as
those months when the obvious migrants have passed, June, July and August, but
some migrants are present during the latter months, and many species have
begun breeding well before June. Since little is known of birds in this region,
the following notes are an attempt to give a picture of the species breeding there;
other papers will deal with the passage through the area, and winter visitors.
During a 21-month stay at Idris, most attention was given to migration, but
observations were constant, in fact daily at Idris, from the Tunisian border in the
west to Touorga in the east, some 200 km. each side of Tripoli, and south to the
desert wastes of the Fezzan,

The region may be described under four main habitats: the coast, the
sub-desert plain, the Jebel, and the desert. The coast has a rainfall of 350 mm,
rapidly decreasing inland. The coast is generally rocky, with stretches of
sandy beach. In this area desert conditions sometimes reach the sea, but from
the sea inland for about 50 km. (30 miles) it is mainly flat, with date-palms,
citrus plantations, and irrigated Arab gardens. South of this, on the sub-desert
region, are shifting barley-plots, with occasional "dune-fields" breaking the
vast stony plains. On these extensive plains a good deal of vegetation survives,
of short duration in winter and spring, and there is an abundance of low=-growing
bushes in places. A good crop of wild flowers grow in a wet spring, but for
the most part it is open arid country.

The Gebel Nefusa begins as low hills near Homs and develops into a high
escarpment overlooking the sub-desert plain and running roughly south-west to
the Tunis border. South of this the country slopes down to pure desert in various
forms. Its height, up to 2300 feet, induces a higher rainfall than the arid wastes
just north and south, and, around the high towns of Garian and Jefren especially,
there are many olive-tree areas and some barley-plots.

The desert is the more southerly region, where the rainfall is 25 mm, or less
annually and little or no vegetation is seen.

Only two permanent ''rivers' exist along the 500 km. stretch of coast covered:
Wadi Turghat and Wadi Caam. The former is a trickling stream, the latter a wider
though short river some 2 miles in length, 24 km. east of Horns. Both are very
important as stopping places for migrants, but not especially so for breeding birds.
At Touorga in the east there are some permanent pools in a date-palm oasis, with
small areas of reeds, on the edge of an extensive salt-flat area.
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