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BRIEF DETAILS OF THE SOCIETY

The Royal Air Force Ornithological Society was formed in October, 1965, primarily

to fill the need within the Service for an organisation wherein those interested in the

study of birdlife could communicate and co-operate with each other, and publish the
results of their activities.

The objects of the Society are:-

To bring together, both at home and abroad, members of the RAF, their
dependants, and ex-serving members interested in birdlife.

To arrange for the circulation of members’ current addresses, information on local
ornithological societies, and a list of literature required for given areas.

To publish periodical reports and articles on the field activities of members.

To promote systematic observation at more isolated localities at home and abroad,
and to assist in local ringing schemes and other field enquiries.

To stimulate interest in the study and protection of birds.
To build up a postal reference library.

Apart from individual studies and research, work on such aspects of ornithology as

the Bird Strike problem particularly suited to RAF ornithologists and of paramount
importance in Airfield safety, is actively encouraged. Regular expeditions are organised
by the Society.

Full membership is open to all serving and ex-serving members of the Royal Air

Force and their dependants and persons serving with or employed by the Royal Air
Force; annual subscription £3 - 00.

Associate membership (without voting rights) may be offered to anyone interested

in the work of the Society at an annual subscription of £3 - 00.
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EDITORIAL NOTE:

It is the policy of the Journal to give
the fullest freedom to contributors to express
their opinions. Only by doing this can the
Society carry out the terms of its charter.
The views expressed in this Journal therefore
are those of the authors alone, and do not
necessarily -represent the views of the Editor



THE RAFOS EXPEDITION TO BERNERAY AND MINGULAY
10 JUNE to 6 JULY 1985

General Report N.A. Smith
B.R. Withers
edited by K.W. Earnshaw

RAIOS mounted an expedition to Berneray and Mingulay, Western
Isles, Scotland, during June and July 1985. Team A were on Berneray
from the 11th to the 21st June; Team B were on Mingulay from the
26th June to the 5th July. This expedition was the second such,
Lthe first being in 1979.

lhe aim of the expedition was to update the findings of the 1979
I xpedition by conducting:

a. seabird, landbird and habitat censuses;
b. a ringing programme;

¢. a nest record scheme;

d.  mammal studies;

¢. specimen collecting;

f.  photography.

Ihe initial planning was carried out by Wg Cdr D. Hollin and the
detailed planning by the two team leaders. Approval was gained
to mount the expedition under the terms of RAF GAI 2059. A successful
application was made for financial assistance from the Hawker
Siddeley RAF 50th Anniversary Awards Fund.

Oban was chosen as the forward assembly ppint for personnel and
equipment, with the majority of equipment and all composite rations
initially collected and securely packed at RAF Carlisle. The teams
and equipment travelled from Oban to Castlebay, Isle of Barra, by
scheduled ferry, a journey of approximately nine hours. Both teams
reported uneventful crossings enlivened by views of, among others,
Golden Eagles, Peregrine, Manx Shearwaters and Storm Petrels.
In addition, Team A recorded Porpoises, Pilot Whales and a Killer
Whale. The teams camped overnight at Castlebay prior to travelling
to their appointed islands by chartered fishing boat.

Ilhe 12 members of Team A departed Castlebay for Berneray on the
I1th June accompanied by Mr J. Crellin, owner of the southwest part
of Berneray. Some of the team travelled in Mr D. Maclean's boat,
whilst the remainder travelled on a survey vessel, the use of which
had been negotiated by Mr Crellin. On arrival at Berneray, three
hours were needed to get the team and equipment ashore via inflatable
ceaft.  Camp was establisned in the vicinity of a derelict croft
which was temporarily re-roofed to provide a kitchen and call-over
area. Team members were accommodated in small individual tents.






